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KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD 2025

KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD is an international competition for product design that aims to co-create with talented designers

and support their activities. Since its establishment, excellent product designs have been selected from entries

that represent current social conditions, and award-winning works have been turned into commercial products through co-creation
between KOKUYO developers and the award winners.

By delivering designs to the world that breathe new life into the tools we regularly use in our daily lives and at work as reliable products,
KOKUYO aims to support the future activities of designers and at the same time, bring you a tomorrow you can't wait for.

More than 24 years have passed since the founding of the award, and more than 20 products have been created to date.

It is continuing to evolve as a project that conveys value reflecting the times, and not simply as something to be selected and awarded.

Theme -——————% prototype

Groundbreaking design often begins with a prototype.

Prototyping is to design an original idea into a form that has the potential to lead to the next step.

The KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD 2025 seeks designs pointing the way to the future and serving as a catalyst.
Your design will inspire others and become a vector for the future.

We look forward to seeing your “prototype” not bound by existing thinking or limited to mockups or ideas.

Eligible Entries —> Any stationery, furniture or tool used in working, learning and living scenes

Prizes ————————> Grand Prix[one winner] ¥2,000,000 [about $12,800]
Merit Award [three winners] ¥500,000 [about $3,200] per winner
NEW GENERATION AWARD [max ten winners] ¥30,000 [about $200] per winner

The prize money will be paid in Japanese yen.

ABOUT NEW GENERATION AWARD

This award is selected by KOKUYO Co., Ltd. from among all entries submitted by students
[from elementary school to graduate school students] in the hope for their future success.

We will select up to 10 outstanding entries that, based on their presentation sheets, make us
“feel that their futures will be exciting” [without judging the models].

Judging Points — The idea’s clarity. The idea highlights social issues. The design’s potential to become a product.

Judges ————» Shogo Kishino —— Representative of 6D-K / Art Director / Graphic Designer
Tsuyoshi Tane ——— Founder of Atelier Tsuyoshi Tane Architects / Architect
Nao Tamura ———— Designer

Teruhiro Yanagihara —— TERUHIRO YANAGIHARA STUDIO. CO LTD. / Creative Director and Designer
Satoshi Yoshiizumi Principal of TAKT PROJECT Inc. / Designer
Hidekuni Kuroda —— Representative Corporate Officer and President of KOKUYO Co., Ltd.

Eligiblity ————— Corporations, organizations, individuals, and groups are all welcome, regardless of
age, sex, professional background, or nationality. Only designs that have never before
been shown publicly [in Japan or other countries] are eligible for entry.
Entrants must be able to give a presentation at the final judging that’s scheduled for March 22, 2025.

Registration & == July 26 [Fri] to 12:00 [noon] JST on October 9[Wed], 2024

Submission

Schedule First Round of Judging Late/©ctober 2024 2 kg praeses taind a prasanid o sheer
Second Round of Judging —————— Mid November 2024 0 fralsis selected itom works that passed
Notification of Second Round Results Early December 2024 [tentative]
Final Judging and Ceremony ———— March 22 [Sat], 2025 [tentative] [Held in Tokyo]
[Announcement of the Winners] Judgement based on a presentation and model.

Organizer:KOKUYO Co., Ltd. Sponsor:Design Magazine AXIS Inquiries : KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD Office kda@award.kokuyo.co.jp
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- Groundbreaking design often begins with a prototype.
Prototyping is to design an original idea into a form
that has the potential to lead to the next step.
‘The KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD 2025 seeks designs pointing
the way to the future and serving as a catalyst.
Your design will inspire others and become a vector for the future.
We look forward to seeing your “prototype” not bound

by existing thinking or limited to mockups or ideas.



